Fresh water becomes polluted due to three major reasons, excess nutrients from sewage, waste from industries, waste from mining and agriculture. According to recent reports, ground water contamination is increasing due to anthropogenic activities like disposal of waste, sewage, industrial waste. 3 Due to rapid industrialization, urbanization, overexploitation of ground water & improper wastes water techniques, contamination of ground water in urban areas results. 4 About 71% of the earth surface is occupied by water. 5 Out of this; about 97% is saline in nature while 2.94% water is trapped in the giant glaciers and polar ice caps. The water running off the landpicks are more soluble species in areas where weathering is still in its earlier stages. 6 Portability study of water samples in rural areas is the necessity to facilitate their better livelihood. This indicates that merely 1% quantity of water is available for drinking, agriculture, domestic and industrial consumption.
EXPERIMENTAL
The water of Dham river is utilized for various purposes like domestic , farming , industrial purposes etc.The effluents from industries & sewage water from villages polluted the river.Hence in order to know the impacts of pollution due to industrial effluents and waste water it was thought of interest to investigate the physico-chemical parameters of this river.
Stations
Water samples from three stations of the river Dham were collected at Pavnar Ashram All the chemicals used in the study were of A.R. grades. Double distilled water was used throughout the study. Standard methods for the examination of water and wastewater published by APHA 7 and Bureau of Indian Standards 8 were adopted as a reference manual for analytical procedure.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Physico-chemical parameters such as colour, turbidity, temperature, density, surface tension, pH, conductance, TDS, hardness, alkalinity, DO, viscosity, chloride concentration were analysed for the selected three stations of Dham river for the month of December. Analytical results are tabulated in Table 1 . 
Density, Surface Tension & Viscosity
Density & Surface tension were found to be lowest at Station 2 & highest at Station 3. The viscosity is found nearly the same at Station 2 & 3 while it is comparatively least at Station 1.
Electrical Conductivity
Electrical conductivity is useful tool to evaluate the purity of water which is minimum at Station 2 & maximum at Station 3.
TDS
TDS are those which get dissolved in water and cannot be separated from water by filtration. They may be chemically organic or inorganic.
According to Trivedi & Goel , TDS are composed mainly of carbonates , bicarbonates , chlorides , sulphates , calcium , magnesium , phosphate , nitrate , sodium , potassium & iron. In the present investigation, the highest value of TDS was recorded at Station 1. The high value may be due to the evaporative loss of water & consequent increase in the concentration of salts present in water. The ISI standard for dissolved solids is upto 500 mg/lit & the maximum permissible quantity is 1500 mg/lit (WHO, 1984) . The results showed that all the samples of water from all stations are within permissible limit of ISI standard.
Total Hardness
The total hardness of water samples ranges from 224.62-268.8 mg/lit. The acceptance limit of total hardness (as CaCO 3 ) is 200 mg/lit which can be extended to 600 mg/lit. (ISI, 1982 
Alkalinity
The phenolphthalein alkalinity of all the water samples is 0. But the total alkalinity is found between 36 to 84 mg/lit.
According to ISI, the acceptable limit of total alkalinity of drinking water sample is 500 mg/ lit & maximum desirable limit is 1500 mg/lit. The alkalinity may be due to the contamination and leaching process through surface water during rainy season.
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DO
In the present investigation, DO was found to be in the range of 1-16 mg/lit. This reveals that the DO at Station 2 is beyond the acceptable limit.
Chloride
Chloride value range from 137.52 to 172.1 mg/lit. The acceptable desirable limit 10 is 200 mg/lit. Results showed that all samples fall within acceptable limit. It produces a salty taste 11 at 250 mg/lit to 500 mg/lit.
CONCLUSION
In conclusion it can be stated that the different studied Physico-chemical parameters such as pH , density , viscosity , S.T. , conductance , TDS, alkalinity , DO , chloride concentration are within the permissible limit. However the water quality parameters like total hardness & Ca ++ hardness were beyond the permissible limit at some stations. So it is suggested that the river water should be treated to remove excess of total hardness and Ca ++ hardnessta to make fit for consumption. Demonstration-cum-awareness camps for the purpose should be arranged in the rural areas. Total hardness and Ca ++ hardness can be removed by ion exchange and boiling.
The Government should make firm policies and guidelines for the utilization of ground water. The above analysis of water also revealed that all the three stations under study are fairly suitable, productive and healthy for aquatic ecosystem. The values of parameters are well within the permissible limit (except some parameters) and therefore can support and sustain the dependent aquatic organisms.
